
Parable of the Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43



Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field.  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.  When the wheat 

sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared.  The owner’s 

servants came to him and said, Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 

Where then did the weeds come from?  An enemy did this, he replied. The 

servants asked him, Do you want us to go and pull them up?  No, he 

answered, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the 

wheat with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 

will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 

burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.” 

(Matthew 13:24-30)



Parable Definition:

A metaphor or simile drawn from nature or common life, 

arresting the hearer by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving 

the mind in sufficient doubt about its precise application to tease it 

into active thought.  
C.H.Dodd





“Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him 

and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field."  He answered, 

"The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  The field is the world, 

and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons 

of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the 

end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.  "As the weeds are pulled up 

and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will 

send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 

causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

(Matthew 13:36-43)



“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but 

you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share 

in his glory.” 

(Romans 8:15-17)



“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 

two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.  He 

told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field.” 

(Luke 10:1-2)



“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your 

enemy.’  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes 

his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 

and the unrighteous.” 

(Matthew 5:43-45)



“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 

eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room 

for God’s wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," 

says the Lord.  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 

he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good.” 

(Romans 12:17-21)


